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Local Candidates on the Ballot in November

Local races are important, because the results will impact your community. Please
vote! All this info, plus candidate contact information, can be found on the Ashland
County Board of Elections website.

City of Ashland (Elect 1 in each race)

Mayor: Matt Miller

Second Ward Council: Jason Chio

Third Ward Council: Dennis Miller

Fourth Ward Council: Angela Woodward , Zachery J. Casler

Village Council (4 to be elected in each village)



Village of Bailey Lakes: Betty Brown, Tina Killion, Dorothy Scott
Village of Hayesville: Rebecca M. Bolen, James Braeunig
Village of Jeromesville: James Bonnell, Susan H. Delagrange, Emily Farrao, Jeremiah
Cordes
Village of Loudonville: Bill Huffman, Catherine J. Lance, Shawn Wade, Thomas A.
Young
Village of Mifflin: Debra Cole, Philene Craig
Village of Perrysville: William Herman, David Artrip, Randall Stroh, Bob Zakutni
Village of Savannah: Erin L. Baughman, Amy Leidigh, Cassandra

McAndrew, Sarah J. McBride, Doug Yoho

Trustees (2 to be elected in each Township)

Clear Creek Township FTC — Aaron Bauckman, Standley Christ, Nick Stuart, Ervin
Yoder
Clear Creek Township — UTE Titus Lamb, Ralph Weaver,
Clear Creek Township Fiscal Officer UTE — 03/31/2028 (Elect 1)
Green Township: Marianne Cowell, Dwain E. Stitzlein
Hanover Township: John R. Burkhart, Ronald Endslow
Jackson Township Rick Witucki, Kay E. Wright Lake Township Mike S.
Bender,Jeff Spreng, Brian Young
Lake Township Fiscal Officer UTE — John E. Veney
Mifflin Township: Dan Atterholt, Eric C. Oswalt, Mike Stimmell
Mifflin Township: Fiscal Officer UTE — 03/31/2028 (Elect 1) Mitchell W. Bolin, Eric Fulk,
Ronald W.Hershey
Mohican Township: Daniel Benner, Keith Raudebaugh , Michael D. Weber
Montgomery Township: John W. Keim, Hugh B. Troth, Stephen Uhler
Orange Township: Jeff Ayers, John Gabriel Hadam, Seth Moody, Gregory T.Vogel
Perry Township: Brian G. Funk, Burton Williams
Ruggles Township: Scott Ashton, Scott Stocals
Sullivan Township: Ermal Alexander, Rob Gibson, Glen M. Goff, Suzanne E. Runals
Troy Township: Virgil Buckingham, Susan Delosh, Chase Galloway
Vermillion Township: Grant Conwell, Ryan Koch, Ben Rogers

Board of Education:

Ashland CSD FTC - 01/01/2026 (Elect 3) Gina Deppert, Noah Gangi,
Pamela M. Mowry, John O. Teevan
Ashland CSD — UTE 12/31/2027 (Elect 1): Richard A Brindley
Hillsdale LSD (Elect 3) Mark W. Hoffman, Vella J. King, Steven R. Smith, Keith Yeater



Loudonville-Perrysville EVSD (Elect 3) Michelle D’Amico, Steve Goines, David M.
Hunter, Wende J. Lance, Tyler McCaskey, John W. Temple
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Ashland Dems Summer Picnic

Thank you to everyone who attended! We had over 200 people come to share companionship,
eat hotdogs, fresh Honey Haven corn, and potluck. Thanks also to our speakers Dr. Amy Acton,
running for Ohio Governor in 2026, Allison Russo, running for Ohio Secretary of State in 2026,
and Keith Mundy, a local political operative and candidate campaign manager.






Our speakers Allison Russo, Dr Amy Acton, and Keith Mundy. Photo credit to
Nancy Booth

Dr Acton spoke passionately about her life and her desire to better the life of all
Ohioans.



Amazing food, look at this charcuterie board!




Questions and Issues on the ballot, 2025 General Election

Replacement Tax Levy of 1 mill for 10 years for Ashland County Alcohol, Drug
Addiction and Mental Health Services

Ashland County Park District Renewal Tax Levy of 0.5 mill and increase of 0.3 mill for
5 years for Operating Expenses

Ashland City (1) Renewal 0.25% Income Tax for 5 years for Fire and Police (2)
Renewal 0.25% Income Tax for 5 years for Street Repair

Ashland City 2C Sunday Sales of Beer, Wine and Mixed Beverages by Park Market

Jeromesville Village (1) Additional Tax Levy, 2 mills for 5 years for Current Expenses
(2) Additional Tax Levy, 1.3 mills for 5 years for Current Expenses

Loudonville Village 1 Sunday Sales of Wine, Mixed Beverages and Spirituous Liquor
by Loudonville Marathon

Loudonville Village 2 Sunday Sales of Wine, Mixed Beverages and Spirituous Liquor
by FOE Aerie 2275

Green Township 1 Sunday Sales of Wine, Mixed Beverages and Spirituous Liquor by
VFW Post 8586

Lake Township Renewal Tax Levy, 0.5 mill for 5 years for Current Expenses

Milton Township (1) Renewal Tax Levy, 2.5 mills for 5 years for Roads and Bridges (2)
Renewal Tax Levy, 1.4 mills for 5 years for Roads and Bridges

Orange Township (1) Renewal Tax Levy, 0.92 mill for 5 years for Fire Protection and
Emergency Medical Services (2) Renewal Tax Levy, 1 mill for 5 years for Roads and
Bridges (3) Renewal Tax Levy, 2 mills for 5 years for Roads and Bridges

Perry Township Renewal Tax Levy, 2 mills for 5 years for Roads and Bridges
Troy Township (1) Renewal Tax Levy, 1.8 mills for 5 years for Roads and Bridges (2)

Renewal Tax Levy, 1.4 mills for 5 years for Fire Protection and Emergency Medical
Services
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Holding Our Collective Breath

Time to level up, exhale, and remain clear-eyed, clear-headed and

determined
Jay Kuo
Sep 29, 2025

In a year marked by chaos, violence and uncertainty, the past weeks have been particularly
unnerving.

I's easy to feel confused, perhaps even powerless, when barraged by the news of late. At times
like these, when the zone truly is flooded, it's always helpful to seek higher ground and a higher
vantage.

Let’s start by acknowledging that people are understandably anxious about what they’re seeing
and hearing. There’s the chaos coming from the Trump regime itself, from threats of troops in
Portland to displays of federal force in Chicago, from prosecution of his political enemies to an
unprecedented, in-person meeting_of all the nation’s generals called for Tuesday—with no
announced agenda. What's that all about?

Political and targeted violence has dominated the news, from Charlie Kirk’s assassination to
shootings at an ICE detention facility in Texas, at a dock in North Carolina, and at a Latter-day
Saints church in Michigan. The latter three all happened within the last week.

To top things off, the entire federal government may shut down at midnight tomorrow without a
continuing resolution to fund it. Congressional leaders are meeting today at the White House but
still remain dug_in and far apart. Federal workers are understandably feeling stressed about when
they will get paid and whether they will still have jobs.

Deep breath moments, for sure. But if we climb up from the flood zone, there are some
commonalities to what’s happening. And that can help us put things into perspective and not
allow the Trump White House to paralyze us into fear and inaction.

A chaos agent’s M.O.

While most normal people try to avoid chaos and uncertainty, a narcissistic chaos agent like
Trump thrives on it. When everyone else is thrown off their game, then Trump can be exactly
where he wants to be: at the center of the storm, grabbing all the attention.



The tariffs are a great example of this principle in action. Trump made it seem like he holds all the
cards and can control the world economy by throwing wrenches into its machinery whenever and
however he feels like. This worked for a time—until our trading partners got so used to his threats
and pronouncements that they stopped giving them so much weight. Then our big trading rivals
like China called his bluff, causing him to back down, which he then did repeatedly.

The markets even priced this uncertainty in by presuming the TACO effect: Trump Always
Chickens Out.

It's helpful to keep this in mind for Trump’s non-economic pronouncements and threats, too.
Whenever Trump says something crazy (“We’re going to war in Chicago! I’'m ordering Pam Bondi
to prosecute my enemies! I'm sending troops into Portland!”), we should first hit pause. Begin
from the presumption that Trump is saying something to grab attention, and that he relishes how
everyone jumps and scrambles to deal with whatever consequences will flow from his words.

Whether he will follow through—and if he does whether it will be effective—are different
questions entirely. In the case of invading Chicago or Portland with the “full force” of the military,
he backed down over Chicago and last night apparently backed down over Portland after Gov.
Tina Kotek actually spoke with him and explained that what Fox News was showing him wasn’t
the reality on the ground.

What we get instead are displays of force meant to demonstrate power without actually seizing it.
We saw this in the MacArthur Park display in Los Angeles, on the streets of downtown Chicago
yesterday, and around D.C. with the National Guard. The White House knows it has to be careful
not to cross the line, however, or it could face adverse judicial rulings as in California. Indeed,
even while Gov. Kotek was defusing the situation, she and the mayor of Portland filed a

lawsuit on Sunday to challenge the troop deployment.

The fact is, as Pete Buttigieg noted on social media, in a post seen by over five million users,
Trump is not as popular as he wants us to believe, and we are far more powerful than he wants
us to think. This is particularly true in the blue states, where his ability to deploy troops is
constrained by our federal system and the Posse Comitatus Act.

When Trump threatens a city within a blue state, it gives another governor and another mayor a
crack at reasserting the limits of his power. Each time he does it and backs down—in Los
Angeles, California; in Chicago, lllinois and now in Portland, Oregon—another pair of blue angels
earns their wings. That means the important thing isn’t that Trump has threatened another city, as
he will continue to do just to grab attention and freak people out. The important thing is to look at
and appreciate how effectively the leadership and the citizens of that city stood up to him and
helped shore up our system.

Are they gathering the generals together to declare martial law?

| want to briefly address the all-hands meeting of generals called for Tuesday by Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth, which Trump has now said he will crash. Some readers emailed with



concerns about “martial law,” and | want to dispel this fear with some basic facts.

First, the President doesn’t actually have this power. At most, he can declare under the
Insurrection Act that there is an active rebellion or insurrection that justifies using the military to
conduct police action. That isn’t happening anywhere in the country, so any such declaration
would face immediate judicial pushback.

But even under the Insurrection Act, we would endure more of a “police state” than “martial law.”
For the U.S. to come under true martial law, the military would need to assume all of the activities
of the civil government, including all judicial functions. It isn’t equipped to handle this on a
national scale. Indeed, it is overextended already.

Also, as Gen. Mark Milley reminded the nation in a speech for the ages, our military leaders

swear an oath to the Constitution, not to the President. If Trump tries to issue orders that violate
the Constitution or demand fealty to him, he risks a mass military revolt. He is already facing
internal opposition within the Justice Department and our intelligence services, and the last thing
he wants or needs is a military that tells Trump to get lost.

The most likely thing Trump wants out of Tuesday’s gathering is a chance to be the center of
attention again, forcing career officers to endure yet another campaign-style, rambling address.
And for his part, Pete Hegseth likely knows that his hold on the Pentagon is slipping due to his
own incompetence and inexperience. Forcing the generals to gather at huge expense and
inconvenience, all to deliver a pep rally that could have been an email, will only confirm his weak
leadership.

Casting about for who to blame

Americans have endured the horrors of political and targeted violence in recent days, all from
disturbed white men with easy access to firearms. The Trump White House has sought not to
unify the country but to capitalize on the violence by sowing division and assigning blame, often
long before any real motive is known.

The left has grown suspicious in response. With FBI Director Kash Patel tweeting out
unsubstantiated news about suspects and evidence, including alleged bullet casings with on-the-
nose text written on them, and Donald Trump leaping to blame the “radical left” and to claim that
“Christianity” is under attack, the political agenda of the White House has become painfully
obvious. It's hard to know what is true and what is propaganda in such moments.

The left has responded by trying to prove that a given shooter was one of “theirs” rather than one
of “ours.” | have felt the same immediate pressure, with my first thought often being “I hope it
wasn’t a Muslim/minority/trans” shooter.

I've been reminded rather quickly, however, that the truth doesn’t really even matter to the White
House, and therefore to the far-right. They will believe whatever the propagandists tell them. And
even if we prove definitively that a shooter actually was a crazed right-wing Trumper, they’ll shift
to blaming something else, from the mental health of a “lone wolf” to too many video games.



Then they’ll simply wait till the next mass shooting, which statistically is just around the corner, to
push again with the whole “radical left” narrative.

In any case, all it ever takes is a single example for them to make their case and have their next
cause. We saw this with Laken Riley’s murder at the hands of a Venezuelan migrant, which they
leveraged into a wholesale immigration crackdown. We saw it with the horrific fatal railway
stabbing of a Ukrainian girl, Iryna Zarutska, by a crazed Black passenger, which the right is now
using to scare their base into thinking crime is out of control everywhere. The burning of a
handful of Waymo cars in Los Angeles was on loop at Fox, leading people in rural red states to
conclude the entire city was a burning hellscape.

The MAGA mind is more susceptible to this kind of broad brush, where the actions of one can be
used to paint an entire community as criminals and culprits. On the left, we don’t do this as
naturally. Indeed, we are often skeptical of efforts to draw connections or blame whole groups. If
we were less so, we would want to racially profile every young white male gamer or veteran to
make sure they aren’t tomorrow’s mass shooters.

That makes it hard for us to compete in the blame game. In fact, | would advise that we not
spend much time and effort trying to change MAGA minds on this. No amount of counter
examples will ever overcome the power of a single one on repeat.

For the sake of our own mental health, it's better to predict and understand the likely outcome of
any background investigation of a Kkiller: If he’s white and conservative, it will be forgotten among
the thousands of examples we have of such shooters; if he’s Muslim/minority/trans, we won’t
hear the end of it for a long time, if ever. This will happen no matter what we assert or even prove
in any single case, so it’s better just to accept this than to argue over whether any given killer was
“theirs” or “ours.”

We shouldn’t fear the find out part

Most Democrats were already at the point, back in March when a government shutdown first
loomed, where we would have understood and supported our leaders if they’'d stood up to
Donald Trump and Elon Musk and refused to be complicit in the dismantling of our federal
government.

Instead, what we got was a capitulation by Senate Democrats with nothing to show for it.

That, | hope, was the low point for the Democrats. The sense at the time and for a long time to
come was that we simply didn’t have leaders willing to fight and make the kinds of calls needed
to exercise what little power they still had.

Six months later, we’re up against another government shutdown. But this time the Democrats
appear to have learned at least one lesson: Never give in for nothing in return. In exchange for
the eight or nine Democratic votes in the Senate that the GOP will need to keep the government
open, Democrats now have a list of demands, some realistic and some less so.



At the top of that list are Affordable Care Act subsidies that are set to expire at the end of this
year. Should that happen, millions will see huge spikes in their monthly insurance costs. A lot of
people will be forced to go without insurance at all. And the GOP will own that damage and face
the fury of voters around it.

This possibility has swing state and swing district Republicans nervous. And that in turn means
that extension of the ACA subsidies is a rare area of possible agreement. Given the appetite on
both sides for an extension, Democrats shouldn’t keep the government open without at least
getting this concession out of it.

Another demand that seems objectively reasonable is that the White House should have to undo
its illegal rescissions of expenditures, including for things like funding for public broadcasting.
After all, if the White House and the GOP can simply come back and undo things as they want
later, what is the point of even negotiating the budget in good faith now?

The rescission power isn’t something Republicans would want a Democratic White House to
have, were the roles reversed. And there is a highly principled and self-preservative reason for
Democrats to stand firm on undoing the rescissions today as part of any deal to keep the
government open.

As for the remaining asks, we also need to be realistic. There is no universe, for example, where
the Republicans, who passed their budget through reconciliation, would undo a cornerstone of
that: the deep cuts to Medicaid. Less still is the chance they do so in exchange for just a seven-
week extension to pass the remaining appropriation bills. It's simply too big an ask for too little in
return.

We should understand that this Democratic wishlist item is based on principle, one that shows
Democrats are not done fighting to get Medicaid cuts restored. But if they don’t get that in these
negotiations (and they won’t), we shouldn’t act like they failed. In the end, it is pretty plainly a
term they can offer up as a concession during negotiations. We should go into this knowing we’ve
already lost the Medicaid funding fight and aren’t going to suddenly win it over the next two days.

This raises a larger question, however. At some point, MAGA voters need to understand that
there are real economic consequences for supporting the GOP. Democrats have put themselves
in the unenviable position of coming to the rescue of white working class and rural families time
and again, all to try to blunt the pain of terrible GOP policies. At some point though, hard as it
may be to witness, we may need to let MAGA voters face the “find out” part.

Indeed, we often say “elections have consequences,” then spend the next two years trying to
limit those consequences for the very voters who chose them. Yet, sadly, many of these same
voters only seem to awaken to the danger of the GOP’s policies when their own livelihoods are
on the line, as the Medicaid cuts with their expected closures of rural hospitals will likely prove.

The GOP has rather cynically sought to put off the pain of Medicaid cuts until after next year’s
midterms. But the reality of the cutbacks will hit long before then as hospitals adjust to and plan



for the loss in funding.

For our own sanity, and to win elections going forward, we need to begin to let the chips fall
where they may with the Trump economy and GOP budget. If that means a government
shutdown and even mass firings of federal workers (which is happening anyway even without a
shutdown), then we need to make peace with that. Even if it means acceleration of Project 2025,
it's time for the Christian Nationalists to show their true agenda more plainly for the electorate to
see and experience. If we are going to face it all anyway, we might as well force their hand now
before even more of our remaining guardrails are gone.

When we screw our courage to the sticking point, and we hold fast to the truth that the only

way out is through, we will also discover what we have sorely lacked till now: a true fighting spirit.
We need deep clarity of purpose in our resistance to the fascist takeover. We cannot blink, we
cannot falter, we cannot capitulate.

So that breath you've been holding under this barrage of scary headlines? Push it all out, and
inhale a deep new one. Then it's steady as we forge ahead, through the swirl and the storm.

Subscribe to The Status Kuo

By Jay Kuo

The Status Kuo provides accessible political and legal analysis with a dose of humor. In crazy
times, a little clarity goes a long way! Subscribe to receive my email in your inbox. All paid
support is voluntary but deeply appreciated
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How Can | Help?

MAKE GOOD TROUBLE! we won't go down without a fight. There is so much

going on right now that we disagree with. Let your voice be heard. Choose the issues that mean
the most to you and fight back. We have seen that public outcry can reverse some of the

cruel and anti-American policies that have been put forward. If we all wait for "someone" to step
up, no one will step up. Your voice encourages others to speak up.

CALL your representatives and express your views. See contact information
further down in the newsletter. Calling is better than emailing. You can use the 5 calls
app to streamline your phone calls and provide you with a script or ideas for talking
points.



PROTEST. Join the Indivisible Central Ohio Facebook page to get advance notice
of organized protest events. Follow not only the Ashland but also the Richland,
Wayne, Knox, Morrow, and/or Medina Democratic Party Facebook pages to learn
about local events. The 50501 Movement and Ashland Takes Action Facebook pages
also have events and resources for resistance. You may know of other resources as
well. Share those with your friends!

VOLUNTEER! ouriocal party is very small. We always welcome new people to join us.
We need assistance with event planning, communications, and leadership. Right now we would
love to have someone(s) consistently photographing our events for social media, and someone
to do social media for us to specifically target younger people (Tik-Tok, Instagram, etc). If you are
interested, please attend a meeting and talk to us, or contact us in any of the ways below.

If you are unable to help in person, consider donating to our cause (see donate button).

Democratic Party Poll workers are always needed. Reach out to Matt Jordan at the
Ashland County Board of Elections if you can help.

BE A PRECINCT PERSON! whatis a precinct person? This is an official position

where you are the representative of the Democratic Party in your voting precinct. You would first
be appointed by our party Executive Committee and then appear on the Democratic ballot for re-
election in 2026. The primary responsibility is to attend most of our monthly meetings in order to
know what is going on and to meet the leadership people. Then, you engage in election activities
in your precinct that you feel comfortable with, which could include: collecting petition signatures,
organizing a postcard or letter writing campaign, organizing people to hang literature on doors or
canvass. You get to know key people in your precinct who are willing to help. It can be rewarding,
especially because you build relationships with like-minded people in your precinct who feel that
democratic principles and elections are important, just like you do. If you are considering running
for office someday, being a precinct person is a great first step to build your name recognition
and support in your community.

Currently we need precinct people for Ashland 1A; 1C; 1D; 4A; 4C; Green 1; Green 2;
Loudonville 2; Lake; Milton 1; Milton 3; Jeromesville; Mohican; Montgomery 2; Montgomery 3;
Orange 1; Perry; Ruggles; Sullivan 2; Troy; Vermillion 2.

RUN FOR OFFICE! The Republican Party is losing support. It is a prime time to beat
them at the ballot box on a local, state, and federal level. But we need candidates to run against
them. If you are interested, reach out and we will help you.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Monday October 6 - Last chance to register to vote/update registration before
the November election.

Tuesday October 7 - Early in person voting begins. Check the Ashland County
BOE for times and dates _https://www.boe.ohio.gov/ashland/election-info/early-
voting-hours/

October 18 - 50501 No Kings Protest, Corner Park Sidewalk, noon.
Ashland. The "No Kings" protest on October 18 is a nationwide day of nonviolent
action against President Trump's authoritarian policies, with events planned
across all fifty states.

Purpose of the Protest

The "No Kings" movement aims to challenge President Trump'

s escalating_authoritarian tactics,_including_threats to deploy militarized forces in
U.S. cities and the continued detention of immigrants. This

protest is a response to what organizers describe as a direct attack on democracy,_
emphasizing_that "America has no kings" and that power belongs to the people.

Tuesday November 4 - Election day

Thursday November 13th -Annual Fall Dinner save the date,
details to follow. Speakers will be Bryan Hambley, Candidate for Ohio Secretary of
State and Rachel Coyle, with How Things Work at the Statehouse.
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Meetings
Meetings are subject to cancellation or venue/date changes. Changes will be conveyed by
email. Make sure to sign up for our email list if you wish to be informed of meeting dates,
minutes, and agendas, by emailing jplapisjp@gmail.com

Ashland County Democratic Party



Central Committee Meetings are generally held on the third Thursday of each month at 6:30 PM.
Anyone may attend, and executive committee members and precinct persons are expected to
attend whenever possible.

Our next Meetings will be held on October 16, November 20, and December 18 at 630 PM
at the IAM Union Hall, 930 Grove Avenue, Ashland, Ohio

Ashland County Democratic Women

Meetings are generally on the first Monday of the month at 6 PM at Peace Lutheran Church in
Ashland.
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OR SEND YOUR DONATION TO:
Ashland County Democratic Party
C/O 504 Katherine Drive
Ashland, Ohio 44805
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HOW TO CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVES

Phone calls are most effective!

Senator Bernie Moreno (R) - Columbus: (614) 469-2083. Cleveland (216) 522-7272. DC (202) 224-
2315
Senator John Husted (R) - DC (202) 224-3353. Columbus (614) 369-4925 Cleveland (216) 539-7877
Governor Mike DeWine (R)- (614) 466-3555
Congressman Jim Jordan (R) - (419) 663.1426 or (202) 225.2676
Ohio House Rep. Melanie Miller (R) - (614) 466.0961 Rep67@ohiohouse.gov
Ohio Senate Rep. Mark Romanchuk (R) - (614) 466.5802



HOW TO CONTACT US

PHONE: 407.687.2365
Ashland County Democratic Party
C/0 504 Katherine Drive
Ashland, Ohio 44805

Connect with us on Facebook and our Website:




